
 

"Social network research in economics: theoretical, empirical, and experimental" 

ABSTRACT: In my talk, I will rely on three instances of my own research to illustrate the nature of 

network research in economics at three different levels: theoretical, empirical, and experimental. 

The theoretical part will focus on the analysis of a large network economy from the point of view of 

general market equilibrium, with an emphasis on its production side. The empirical part will discuss 

how to bring the previous theoretical model to bear on the microscopic data currently available 

from modern economies -- in particular, I will refer to work done with data that includes all 

transactions among Spanish firms in the last decade. Finally, the last part will discuss a field 

experiment (a random controlled trial) being conducted in Africa on the impact of social networks 

(in particular, the range, scope, and diversity it embodies) on  entrepreneurship, as measured by the 

quality of the business ideas generated. 
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